
Lesson 3

Simple Songs Using Tablautre

Here are some basic songs to get you playing your guitar and to practice your 
tablature reading.  Notice that the tablature will tell you what fret and string to play, 
while the standard notation written above will tell you how long to play each note.  
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These first few songs focus primarily on the first 2 strings.
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Yankee Doodle introduces us to two new notes, both on the third string of the guitar. 
These notes are located in the 7th measure of the song.  A measure is simply the 

space between the bar-lines that divide the song into groups of 4 beats.  This is seen 
in the illustration below.



In our next song, “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star,” you will notice that there are some 
notes on the 5th fret.  These notes should be played with your pinky-finger, rather than 
sliding your ring finger over from the notes on the 3rd fret.  It is important to build up the 

strength in your pinky-finger so that you can have full use of all 4 of your fingers .  
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Our next song, “Bingo,” expands our playing to the third string.  
It also introduces us to the concept of a “pick-up” at the beginning song.  There are 3 
beats of rest at the beginning of the song.  A rest simply means that you do not play 
anything, but still count the beat.  So you will not start playing until the 4th beat of the 

first measure.   
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Frere Jaques is a famous folk melody.  It uses much of what we have learned already, 
as well as adding some eighth-notes in the 5th and 6th measures. An eighth note is 

equal to half a beat.  In this song we see 4 eighth notes grouped together, for a total of 
2 beats.  

eighth notes

          2 = 1 beat (½ beat each)

When playing this song make sure your eighth notes are at a steady tempo and at the 
same tempo as the rest of the song.  Tempo is another word for the speed or pace of 

the song.
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