Lesson Plan

Title:  Introduction to Intervals

Submitted By: James Berry, North Conway NH  

Objective:  Students will learn the definition of an interval and also how to listen for a specific interval developing their ear training.  The teacher will be able to recognize the students in the class with the most natural musical ear.

National Standards Covered: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music (6), Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts (8)

Materials:  Piano, Large Piano Floor Puzzle (if available) or white board, Interval Handout

Procedure:

1.  Draw on your white board or place before the students on the floor an example of a piano.  If you have the piano puzzle from Suzuki, this is a wonderful lesson because students can step on the notes (be sure not to use shoes though).  Use cards or your marker to write below the white keys – 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 going from C to high C respectively.  Explain that this drawing will help explain the concept of intervals.  

2.  Explain that intervals is the space between 2 notes and for our purposes, we are going to begin with C.  Show visually that from C to D is a 2nd, C to E is a 3rd, C to F is a 4th and so on.  Ask students what would the distance between C and A be or other examples.  Wait before explaining major, minor, perfect, and so on.

3.  Explain that between C and itself is called Unison (or the same note) and explain that between low C and high C is an Octave.  Use the symbols U and O to represent this.  Make sure they understand this concept before moving on.

4.  Now explain that all of the other intervals besides 4 and 5 are called Major (when dealing with the white keys).  Be sure that they understand – C to E would be called a M3 (big M with a 3 or Major 3rd).  Now move on to explaining that 4th and 5th are perfect intervals.

5.  Explain that 4th and 5ths are perfect intervals and are used to tune the string family (violins, violas, cellos) for 5ths, basses and guitars for 4ths.  Here is a website to explain why 4th and 5th are perfect more in depth for your more advanced students.

6.  Now go on to explain the tritone, also called an augmented 4th or diminished 5th.  For middle school students, simply call it a tritone.  Use T for this symbol and explain that Tritones are like the midpoint on a line.  Show that C to F# is equidistant on each side.  Review the symbols so far (U, M2, M3, P4, T, P5, M6, M7, and O).  Make sure they understand this concept before moving on the minor intervals.

7.  Now move on to minor intervals – show that C to Db is a minor 2nd, and so on and so forth.  Students will understand this fairly easily hopefully.

8.  Now pass out the handout – the handout will introduce half steps and explain the relationship between half steps and intervals.  Once students understand this, show them that there is only 12 different unique keys (5 black, and 7 white) to build off of.  This should be understood fairly easily.  

9.  Now explain that intervals are used everyday in music- show them the example of P4 equally Here Comes the Bride, and P5 equally Star Wars.  See if they can tell the difference.  If so, begin to add other recognizable ones such as:

m2 – Jaws

T – Simpson, or Maria from West Side Story

P4 – Here comes the Bride

P5 – Star Wars

M6 – NBC or My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean

m7 – Star Trek

O – Somewhere over the Rainbow

10.  Use the above intervals and write their corresponding songs on the board.  Now, give the students a 15 question listening quiz and see if they can recognize the songs by hearing the intervals.  Have them write symbols instead of the song title.  

11.  Grade the results to see which students have the best musical ear.  This will help you in preparing other lessons.

Assessment / Extension:

The assessment is found in the interval ear training, but if you really want to make it complicated further on, check out this chart (in excel format) showing songs for every interval, up and down.  Enjoy!
